Annual banquet

‘BY LINDA BAETZ,

" Pioneer staff writey

The Smith Center
Chamber of Commerce
annual banquet was'held
Monday, Feb. 22 in the’
Vineyvard Room at

-Pooches, There were 48 in

artendance.

The evening began with.

a welcome speech by
Chamber President Adam
Rentschler,
The speaker for this

year's banquel was

" Demetre Eva_ngehd.ls
Evangelidis is a member
of the Smith County -
Comimnunity Foundation
Board. This hoard is an

Mayon H, 2010

affiliate of the Greatar
Salina Community
Foundation. He provided
information on the founda- -
tion to those in atiendance.

What is the Smith

County Community

Foundation?

“The Smith County
Community Foundation is
a coliection of funds
designed to link doniars
with charitable causes. We
are a public charity sery-
ing the Smith County
area.’

Our Mission

“Ohur mission is to meet
charitable community
needs through leadership,

grants and donot services.
The Foundtion achieves
its mission by
*Continued on page 2

eBanquet

building permanent
endowmenis, enabling
donors, facilitating pruden!
management, increasing
the capacity of nonprofit
Oreanizations, promoting
community philanthropy
and facilitating grants;
awards, and scholarships,.”

Management

“*The Smith County
Community Foundation is
an affiliate of the Greater
Salina Community
Foundation. The GSCF
staff assists donors in cre-
ating funds and making
distributions in accordance
with the donors’ intent,
Solid and responsible
investment stratepies
assure donors of the secu-
rity of their funds.

“¥hen you choose to
invest in your comrnunity,
you' want to work with
someone who knows the
territory. A local board of
directors, chosen because
of their knowledge contri-
butions to the community,
as well as their diverse
professional expertise,
guides the foundation and
is responsible for all
grant distributions for the
Smith County
Community Foun-
dation.”

Who can give?
“Anyone! Donors 1o
the Foundation are from a

variety of backgrounds
with a comman compit-
ment o the commumnity s
well being. Whether set-
ting up a named fund,
coniribution to an exist-
ing fund, or making an
unrestricted gift, every
person in the community
can make & difference.

“No gift is too small.
The minimums listed are
only for starting a named
tund. Gifts of $25, $10 or
even $1 can be made 1o
iny existing named fund,
This is what miukes this
truly 4 cmnmuml;.r foun-
datlon.”
How do I ereate a fund?

*1. Decide when to
give. You ¢an create a
fund now, establish it in
your will, or'create it
through a trust arrange-
ment that benefits your
family as well as charity.
Tax deductions are earmed
at the time of the gift,
while grants awarded
from your fund will con-
tinue into the future.

*2. Decide what to
give. Almest any kind of
asset can be used to start



a fund, such as cash, pub-
licly traded Securities,
closely held stock, real
estate, life insurance, tan-
gible personal property
and private foundation
AssELs.

“3. Choose a fund
name; Most funds are
named for the donor or
the donor’s family or as 3
memorial to someone
special. Every grant
From the fund will carry
this name. Donors who
prefer anonymity may
choose a name that
reflects the donor's
charitable interests.

“4, Choose a type of
fund. We offer a variety
of funds that are flexi-
ble in order to meetl our
donors® different chari-
table interests:

“Unzestricted Fonds
offer the broadest giv-
ing option, allowing the
Foundation's board of
directors to make grants
that respond to emerg-
ing problems and needs
in the community.

$5,000 minimum,

“Designated Funds
let donors support spe-

cific organizations. The

Foundation makes sure
that grants to these
8roups remain relevant
over time and respon-
sive to changing cir-
cumsianees. $10.000
minimum.

“Donor Advised
Funds enable donors to
recommend specific
charitable organizations
o receive grants.
510,000 minimum.

“Organization Funds
are established by non-
profit organizations as a
source of long-term
endowment and annug|
income. The Foundation
handles administrative
and investment responsi-
bilities, so the organiza-
tion can pursue its chari-
table nuission. $10,000
minimum,

*Scholarship Funds
help students pursue
academic goals. Donors
may define gonidelines
for candidacy, the advi-
S0ry committee, the
school and the award
itself. $10,000 mini-
muim.

“Field of Interest
Funds create grants that
meet needs in a particu-
lar field or geographic
area that is of interest to
the donor. £25,000 mini.
murm. "

What are the benefits?

“The Smith County
Community Foundation
simplifies charitable giv
ing, One contribution
may benefit multiple
Orgatizations in gur
community, The donor
determines the method
and the time frame.™

Why Choose Us?

“Because we are a
public charity, contribu-
tions are eligible for the
highest tax deductions.
In most cases, these tax
benefits outweigh using
i donoer’s assets to
establish a private foun-
dation.

“Esiablishing a fund
can be done quickly and
with no hassles. We take
care of all the adminis-
trative and grant making
activities eliminating the
need for donors to set up
separate institutions, for-
mulate policies, file innu-
merable forms and moni-
tor the status of grant
recipients. We save donors
precious time and money.

*The Foundation has
the flexibility to respond
to changing conditions in.
the community. If the orig-
inal intended use of the
gift i3 no longer in exis-
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tence, the donor, or if the
donor is no longer living,
the Foundation Board can
direct the fund to other
uses elosely related to the
donor's interest.

"It is for these reasons
that Community
Foundatjons represent
the fastest growing area
of philanthropy.™

BANQUET

As the evening pro-
gressed, El Dean Holthus
gave the blessing for the
meal. The meal was
catered by Pooches: The
evening enleriainment
was provided by Grant
Lambert as he performed
with song and guitar.
After Coleen Kirkendall,
Chamber Manager, drew
for the door prize, the
closing remarks were
given by Adam Rentschler.

The Smith Center
Chamber of Commerce
2010 Board Members are;
President, Adam
Rentschler; Vice-
President, Keith Waldron;
Chamber Manager, Coleen
Kirkendall; Members,
Angela Steele; Dennis
Hansen; Lori Kugler; Beth
Ohmstede; Garoleen
Wilsen; Trey loy: Diane
Peterson and Ron Meitler,



