Smith County

Foundation formed

Area residents will ben-
efit from the formation of

a new community founda-

tion. The Smith County
Community Foundation
will provide the citizens of
Smith County with impor-
tant tocls to build endow-

ments, increase philanthro-
Py, and provide ongoing
support to essential area
nonprofit, programs and
events.

A community founda-
tion i$ a permanent,
steady, and secure source
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of grant making that
addresses present and
future community needs.
The foundation is a vehi-
cle for permanent charita-
ble giving through current

- donations as well as

*Continued on page 2
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bequests that will benzfit
the entire community. The
loundation will offer a
viriety of giving options
for donors including
ddvised funds, nonprofit
organization endowments
and scholarships,
Commumnities such g5
those in the Smith County
Community Foundation
service areq, will be
sirengtheped by their abili-
1y o preserve wealth and
serve loday’s citizens and
future generations,

"The creation of the
Smith County Community
Foundation provides a wol
for donors to enhance the
quality of fife in this area.
The foundation has the
Hexibility 1o service many
purposes by providing
granis 1o Communily inter-
ests and grganizations,”
said Joe Barnes, chairman
of the Smith County
Community Foundation,
“We are excited abiout the
foundation’s future possi-
bilities. Its greatest-attrib-
ute is that it will provide
benefits forever.”

Community founda-
tions are the fastest grow-
ing form of philanthropy
in the nation. The forma-
tion of the foundation has
laken place over u period
of several years. Local cit-

izens rescarched the nesd
and benefits of a founda-
tion a5 well as options for
establishing 1,

The Smith County
Community Foundation is
an affiliate of the Greater
Suling Community
Foundation, which pro-
vides administrative sup-
port, accounting services,
board development and
consultation,

The Greater Salina
Community Foundation
also has affiliate founda-
tions in Ellis/Rooks/Trego
Counties, Russell County,
Ellswarth €ounty. Cloud
County, Republic County.
the Smoky Valley Schosl
District and the Cathalic
Diocese of Salina.

The Greater Salina
Community Foundation is
recognized by the Council
on Foundations as having
met rigorous national stan-
dards, one of only two
community foundations
ont of the 65 in the state to
receive that designation.
As an affiliate, the Smith
County Community
Foundation can immedi-
ately offer the services of
in established, larger.
regional community foun-
dation without the added
expenses and administra-
tion of standing alone.
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A local goverming
hbard made up of citizens
in area communities,
including Athol, Cedar,
Gaylord, Lebanon, kens-
ington and Smith Center,
will be responsible for
LOVEMRENGe, COmmuniy
education and grant mak-
ing decisions.

Those serving o the
board of directors include:
Joe Barmnes, Demetre
Evangelidis, Gary
Frieling, Ruth Hofer, Barb
Lehmann, Randy Merritt,

_ Joan Nech. Kim Phelps,

Jim Schlatter, John Terrill,
Bryan Tillett, Bon Wiens
and John Zabel,

More information can
be found on the web at
www.smithcountygomni-
nityfoundation.org.

"W are very happy to
be working with this ener-
getic local hoard to bring
the benefits of 4 communi-
ty foundation to the citi-
zens in this area™ said
Betsy Wearing, president
and executive director of
the Greater Salina
Community Foundation.
“The Smith County
Foundaiion will provide
philanthropic services here
forever. It is a very excit-
g time for these commu-
nities.”



