$25,000 awarded to Smith
Community Foundation

County

The Salina Regional
Health Foundation
Community Health
Investment Program
(CHIP) hag awarded a
$25,00C grant to the Smith
County Community
Foundation to help estab-
lish @ public health fund
for residents of Smith
Courty. The grant will
generate a 50 percent
match from the Kansas
Health Foundation,
Wichita, a§ a part of the
GROW II initiative.

CHIP was established in
1994 by Salina Regional
Health Center, and the

health center continues to
provide the primary fund-
ing for the program. It was
created a5 a vehicle for
grants to organizations
that, like the hospital, are
working to improve the
heaith of the people in
fiorth central Kansas.

The grants will assist
the Smith County
Community Foundation in
a goal to leverage dollars
from the Kansas Health
Foundation (KHF) that
will henefit their popula-
tion forever. The CHIP
grant will be of tremen-
dous assistance as the
foundation strives to meet
this: match.

The grant also meets a
need for the CHIP com-
mittee. Since the estab-
lishment of CHIP, the

‘committee has often dis-

cussed the need or desire
10 utilize some of the gen-
erpus CHIP funds 1o bene-
it area commitmilics, pir-
ticularly those in the
Sunflower Health
Network, a network of 16
rural hospitals that work
together for efficiency and
advocacy, The hospital in
Smith County is a member
of the Sunflower Health
Network. Approximately
40 percent of the patients
at Salina Regional Health

Center come from outside
Saline County, mostly
from hospitals in the
Network.

The establishment of
permanent public health
funds gives CHIP the
unigue opportunity to pro-
vide ongoing support to
the citizens in Smith
County, while staying
within the broad guide-
lines that were part of the
original establishment of
CHIP; to benefit the health
of the community outside
of traditional health care,

The Greater Salina
Cominunity Foundation
wrote the grant 1o CHIF on
behalf of the Smith
County Community
Foupdation. Three other
ruril foundations also
received CHIP grants,
They are: Commumity
Foundation for Cloud
County, Republic County
Community Foundation
and the Community
Foundation of Dickinson
County. All of the grant
recipients with the excep-
tion of Dickinson County
are affiliates of the Greater
Salina Community
Foundation, and all the
hospitals in. those commu-
nities are members of the
Sunflower Health
Network.



